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Nuance Communications Launches

Thai Text-to-Speech Voice
Latest RealSpeak Voice Developed in Cooperation with Chulalongkom University


BURLINGTON, Mass., August 3, 2006 -Nuance Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: NUAN), the world's leading supplier of speech and imaging solutions, today introduced a Thai text-to-speech (TTS) engine that dynamically converts any input text into spoken output. The new female TTS voice, named Narisa, can be used to deliver premium voice quality and natural-sounding synthesized speech for call center and network-based speech applications, as well as automotive, desktop and mobile applications.


Developed in conjunction with Chulalongkom University in Thailand, Narisa is the latest addition to the Nuance RealSpeak® TTS portfolio, a collection of nearly 40 voices representing more than 25 different languages and dialects. Whether users want to enhance call center service, develop automated voice dialing applications, speech-enable an in-car navigation system or automate directory assistance services, RealSpeak delivers a friendly, expressive, highly intelligible speech interface.


As one of the leading research facilities in Thailand, Chulalongkom University is known for its expertise in speech synthesis technologies. The University has a more than 10 years track record in developing text-to-speech technologies with an unparalleled understanding of the Thai linguistic components of speech synthesis.


"Nuance has unparalleled experience in the research and development of text-to-speech solutions," said Dr. Sudapom Luksaneeyanawin, Director of the Centre of Excellence in Speech and Language Processing, Faculty of Arts , Chulalongkom University. "And with Narisa, we've created a TTS experience that is more natural and expressive than anything that's been achieved before. Beyond the baseline of accurate pronunciation requirements, Narisa delivers effective phrasing and emphasis, even sophisticated emotions."

"The introduction of Narisa continues our aggressive investment in the creation of new RealSpeak TTS voices that deliver the natural-sounding output required for quality speech applications," said Alan Schwartz, vice president and general manager, Asia Pacific and Japan. "With an unrivaled TTS language portfolio, now including Thai, Nuance is uniquely positioned to deliver TTS solutions that meet the localized needs of a global audience. We are delighted to have cooperated with an institution of Chulalongkom's caliber in developing our latest RealSpeak Voice."


Nuance's new Thai RealSpeak TTS voice will be available for demonstration at the Bangkok International ICT Expo 2006 from August 2-6 through our partner, Sun Systems at Booth TICTA (Communications) No.2. For more information and to sample Nuance's full portfolio of ITS voices, visit http://www.nuance.comlrealspeak/languages/
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